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Fort Ord 
Military Munitions Response Program

Fieldwork Update
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MMRP Fieldwork Update
MRS-16

PHASES: Start End
Preparatory actions 06-19-06 07-12-06
Prescribed burn 10-19-06 10-19-06
Surface safety sweep 10-23-06 11-03-06
Vegetation removal (remainder) 11-14-06 12-14-06
Surface Removal 12-04-06 01-05-07
Digital survey / subsurface removal 01-08-07
Phase 2 Digital survey/QC/QA 05-28-07

ISSUES AND CONCERNS:
• A 4 plus acre area of high density anomalies remains within the perimeter of the site.  Analysis of data collected 

from sampling of this are indicates that anomalies are buried expended practice rockets and associated debris.  
Removal of anomalies from this area would require excavation and screening.

• Subsurface has been reinitiated.   Work in some (10+) grids was suspended until Sand Gilia set seed.
• A consultation with BLM is in progress reference the LUCs for the 4-plus acre high density area. 
• The surrounding fence has been  removed.  

A prescribed burn has been completed on the 79 acre area of MRS-16 in preparation for a removal to depth munitions 
response. Habitat management transects have been installed to support monitoring of vegetation recovery from the 
preparatory, prescribed burn, and munitions response actions.  Preparatory actions, prescribed burn, surface safety 
sweep, vegetation removal,  a surface removal is concluded.  Subsurface removal actions are in progress.
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MMRP Fieldwork Update
PROJECT:   MRS-BLM Units 1-5 Removal Action

An MMRP action is scheduled for MRS-BLM Units 1-5  in accordance with the Track 3 ROD.  This area is 
located in the southwestern-most portion of the MRS-BLM.   That area is divided into three units of 100+ acres 
for planning and control.  Concurrence of Army’s vegetation removal proposal by USF&WS has been received 
for units 1, 2, and 3.  A Technical letter has been published to describe prescribed burn preparatory actions for 
the regulatory agencies. Vegetation cutting in fuel breaks is complete.  Further blacklining is possible for Unit 3 
(2008).  Preparatory actions (access roads and heli pads) continue.  Unit 3 is the primary objective for 2008.

Start date: July 2008 Estimated end date : January 2009

PHASES: Start End
Site preparation (est. fuel breaks/sup fac.) 06-07 1-09 (end burn window)
Vegetation removal 

-prescribed burn / vegetation cutting
Surface  removal
Subsurface removal (limited)
Digital survey (map)

ISSUES AND CONCERNS:
• A restrictive burn prescription is necessary to protect nearby residential, commercial and, transportation 

facilities likely to be otherwise impacted by smoke from a prescribed burn.  
• Initiation of a prescribed burn in Units 1-5 will require the closure of GJMB and South Boundary Rd. 
• Units prepped in 2007.  Weather conditions did not meet prescription for a prescribed burn in 2007.
• An update (2008) to existing plans and coordination is in progress with a target of July 1, 2008.  
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MMRP Fieldwork Update
MRS-BLM Removal Units 1-5
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MMRP Fieldwork Update
PROJECT:   MRS-BLM Units 18 and 22 Removal Action

An MMRP action is scheduled for a portion of MRS-BLM Units 18 and 22  in 2008 in accordance with the 
Track 3 ROD.  The area scheduled for removal is located in the northeast-most portion of the MRS-BLM.   The 
area is divided into units of less than 100 acres for planning and control.  Concurrence of Army’s vegetation 
removal proposal by USF&WS has been requested.  A Technical letter will be published to describe prescribed 
burn preparatory actions for the regulatory agencies. Vegetation cutting in fuel breaks is in progress for 
completion prior to July 1. Blacklining is not anticipated.  Masticated areas will be burned with the respective 
unit.  Other preparatory actions (heli pad) continue.  

Start date: June 2008 (prep) Estimated end date : Dec 2008

PHASES: Start End
Site preparation (est. fuel breaks/sup fac.)
Vegetation removal 

-prescribed burn / vegetation cutting
Surface  removal
Subsurface removal (limited)
Digital survey (map)

ISSUES AND CONCERNS:
• A less restrictive burn prescription is available in this area compared with Units 2-3. The draft burn plan is out 

for comment.  
• The draft work plan is in distribution.  
• All structures inside the burn areas will be removed.  Some structures inside the fuel breaks will remain.
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MEC Removal Units 18 and 22
MMRP Fieldwork Update
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MMRP Fieldwork Update

PROJECT:   Parcel E20.c.1
A munitions investigation actions is planned for this parcel.  The plan includes:

• Cutting  the vegetation on 10 acres surrounding the grids of the parcel  where numerous Mark II grenade 
fragments  have been found

• EM-61 survey to map metallic debris
• Analysis of  the data for anomalies
• Excavation of select anomalies and the conduct of appropriate QC/QA processes
• Report findings

A Work Plan was published

Start date: 08-06-07 Estimated date complete: TBD

PHASES: Start Date End Date
Site preparation 08-06-07 08-16-07

Vegetation removal 
Digital survey (map) 10-15-07 10-23-07
Investigation
Report

ISSUES AND CONCERNS: The original area planned for investigation has been reduced due to vegetation.
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MMRP Site Security Program

• Trespass Incidents: None

• MEC Incidents:
– A report to describe the discovery and disposition  of six “smoke candles” o/a Apr 21 in ESCA 

parcel (Sea.1) is pending receipt from FORA.

• Community Education: Total recipients to date  (2008):  None

• MEC Rec and Safety Tng: Total personnel trained year to date (2008): 92

• Other: 
MRS Security Annual Report 2007 and change 3 distributed Jun 2.



E20C.1
Proposed plan for testing cesium vapor magnetometer

• Select area 
previously cut, 
adjacent to high 
frag. Areas

• Blind seed 
simulated 
grenades and 
grenade frag.

• Compare:
– cesium vapor 

magnetometer
– EM61
– Schonstedt

Test 
areas


